Detection of antigenic variation among strains of Mycoplasma gallisepticum by enzyme-linked immunosorbent inhibition assay (ELISIA) and Western blot analysis.
Polyclonal antisera (PCA) to three Mycoplasma gallisepticum (MG) strains (F, S6, and A5969) produced in rabbits were used in enzyme-linked immunosorbent inhibition assay (ELISIA) and Western blot analysis to examine antigenic variability among these strains of MG. In ELISIA, inhibiting antigen of the same strain used for immunization always led to the greatest percentage inhibition of PCA reactivity. Western blot analysis of antigens of four MG strains demonstrated both common and restricted patterns of immune recognition among the three PCAs.